
 

GTA Highlights  
Guyana so far successfully staged all óDestination Amazonia Year 2009ô 

activities. 

 

 

Guyana was successful in staging all planned activities for Destination 

Amazonia Year 2009 according to Director of the Guyana Tourism Authority, 

Mr. Indranauth Haralsingh.  Destination Amazonia Year seeks to propel the 

Amazon region teeming with immense value and richness, into a more 

recognised tourism destination. So far the Rupununi Rodeo, Mashramani and 

the Bartica Regatta were successfully held and the level of community 

tourism was also boosted.  

Guyana joins with others in the Amazon to lobby for the Amazon River and 

Rainforest to be named among the natural wonders of the world. 

(http://www.otca.org.br/en/)    

Four employees of the GTA are enrolled for Spanish language classes with the 

Venezuelan Institute in Georgetown.  
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ĞGreen Travel: Tips to 

Save the Environment.  
 Hotel: During your hotel 

stay, try not to waste energy 
unnecessarily by continuing what 
you perhaps already practice at 
home. You can do this by turning 
off the TV, switching all the lights 
off and turning the A/C or heat 
down where you go out. Also, 
you could opt for short showers 
and use your own toiletries 
instead of the small and usually 
over-packaged small hotel 
toiletries. 

 Buy local handicrafts: 
Refrain from buying souvenirs 
that exploit wildlife or the 
environment, such as ivory, 
tortoiseshell, coral or animal 
hides. Handicrafts made by locals 
are not only sustainableΤ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
often less expensive and very 
creative. 
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@Tourism Accommodation Establishments 

Regulation. 
 

In November 2008, four (4) tourism regulations 

(tourism accommodation establishment, tourist 

guides, tour operators and lodges and resorts) 

were gazette. In this issue, we highlight some key 

aspects of the Tourism Accommodation 

Establishment Regulation. 

The Tourism Accommodation Establishments 

Regulation is made under the Guyana Tourism 

Authority ACT 2002 (Act No.3 of 2002). 

 

¾Interpretation:  - Tourism Accommodation 

Establishments means a  hotel, an apartment, a guest 

house and an inn. 
 

¾Applicability:  - These regulations shall apply to: 

Establishments operating with a business registration or 

operating with permission from the relevant local 

government authority. 

New establishments which satisfy the requirements of 

the Act and these regulations. 
 

¾Conditions for License: - 

Establishments should provide copies of certificates of 

conformity from the following agencies before a license 

to operate can be granted by the Authority: 
 

 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),  

 The Chief Environmental Health Officer  

 The Chief Fire Officer 

 Central Housing and Planning Authority (CH&PA) 

or the relevant municipal council or local 

government authority 

 The National Insurance Scheme (NIS) 

 The Guyana Revenue Authority (GRA). 
 

NB: New businesses that cannot provide compliance 

with NIS and IRD shall provide their NIS and IRD 

registration numbers to the authority. 
 

¾Fees: - 

 Application fees for an establishment is 

GY$2000.00. 

 Rates per establishment size: 

1-15 rooms ïGYD$25,000.00     

16-30 rooms ïGYD$50,000.00   

31-60 rooms ïGYD$75,000.00  

61-100 rooms ïGYD$100,000.00  

101-above rooms ïGYD$150,000.00 
 

Owners of these establishments are urged 

to register with the authority and get 

licensed. 
 

The 11
th
 Special ACP Ministerial Conference held in 

Georgetown. 

The 11
th
 Special ACP Ministerial conference on sugar 

was held from the 18
th
 to 21

st
 May 2009 at the Guyana 

International Conference Centre (GICC). The Guyana 

Tourism Authorityôs presence was highlighted through a 

booth display and the provision of tourism information 

in the form of brochures, maps, posters, etc, to the 

invitees at the conference. A large number of delegates 

from participating countries visited the booth and 

collected maps and other valuable information on 

Guyanaôs Tourism Products. The Authority also 

provided 140 packages comprising of folders, maps and 

brochures for the visiting delegates. The GTA trained 

three (3) tour guides to conduct a coastal tour from 

Georgetown to Skeldon for the delegates attending the 

conference. 

 

Wakenaamôs First Ever óFowl Curry Competitionô 

was held on 26
th
 May 2009. 

The first ever Wakenaam óFowl Curry Competitionô was 

held at the Wakenaam Community Centre Ground on the 

26
th
 May, 2009. The Competition was organised by the 

Wakenaam Night Committee as part of their community 

tourism efforts. People from all across Guyana visited 

Wakenaam to witness the competition. Winners were 

presented with trophies and prizes. 



 

A team from the Guyana Tourism Authority and 

Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce was also 

in Wakenaam for this activity. The GTA also assisted in 

drafting the rules for the competition and donated a 

trophy.  

The event was part of a fundraising exercise to build a 

50X20 pavilion in the recreational field. 

 

The 24
th
 Annual Conference of Caribbean 

Commissioners of Police held in Guyana. 

 

The Association of Caribbean Commissioners of Police 

Annual Conference was held in Guyana from the 10
th
 ï 

15
th
 May 2009 at the Pegasus Hotel. The Guyana 

Tourism Authority, in its effort to create awareness and 

to promote tourism in Guyana, provided the visiting 

delegation with more than 100 tourism packages 

comprising maps, brochures ,DVDôs and other 

information on destination Guyana. 

 

 

Mini Exit Survey  

 

The Guyana Tourism Authority will be implementing a 

mini exit survey in collaboration with the Management 

of CJIA from June 2009 at the CJIA. This survey is 

geared to capture visitors experience and their overall 

satisfaction during their stay in Guyana. Information 

captured will enable the Authority to plan its marketing 

strategy and to enhance the Guyana Tourism Product. 

 

 

GNBS hosted a workshop on: ñPromoting 

competitiveness in the tourism sectorò 

The Executive Director of GTA on the 29
th
 May, 

2009, did a power point presentation on the four (4) 

tourism regulations to all those who attended this 

workshop at the Tower hotel. Other presentations 

were also made by officials from CROSQ and CTO. 

 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
Guyana is becoming more known internationally 

ï will soon be featured on BBC World and in the 

Tatler Magazine. 

Guyana will soon be featured in the Tatler Magazine 

travel section and a mini-documentary on the country is 

also being compiled for BBC World by visiting British 

international travel writer, Michelle Jana Chan. Ms. 

Chan visited for 10 days where she comprehensively 

explored Guyanaôs wilderness. Part of her mission is to 

create a travel log on the three Guianas.  

 

The Tatler Magazine, which features one country per 

month, will also feature Guyana after she would have 

compiled her experience noting that ñGuyana does 

community tourism welléwhat I love is the rawness of 

going to Kaieteurò. 

 

Director of GTA, Mr. Haralsingh said that these 

opportunities are priceless and it is through efforts like 

these, Guyana is becoming popularly known to the 

world as an emerging tourist destination. The GTA will 

continue to bring travel writers and international tour 

operators on familiarisation trips.  

 

FAM trips are very cost effective and have proven to be 

successful in building and expanding Guyanaôs sales and 

distribution network. 

 

Caribbean Week returns once again to the Big Apple 

from June 8-12, 2009. 

 

Tri-state area residents 

will have the Caribbean 

closer to home this 

spring when Caribbean 

Week in New York 

2009 returns to the Big Apple after a one-year hiatus. 

The event is organised by the Caribbean Tourism 

Development Company (CTDC) bringing together 

policy makers and tourism industry officials closer. 

Caribbean Week 2009 will seek to  engage consumers, 



the Diaspora community, trade professionals, meeting 

planners and the media by providing valuable 

destination information in the form of seminars, a media 

marketplace, an incentive showcase, gala celebrations 

and interactive cultural events, many of which are open 

to the public. Minister of Tourism, Industry and 

Commerce, Hon. Manniram Prashad, will attend this 

yearôs event. 

 

Annual Caribbean Tourism Summit (ACTS) billed 

for Washington, D.C.  

The Second Annual 

Caribbean Tourism 

Summit (ACTS) will 

be held from June 9-10, 

2009, in Washington, 

D.C during the Caribbean Week in New York. Taking 

the lead from last yearôs successful inaugural event, this 

yearôs business-focused summit will include meetings on 

Capitol Hill as well as internal meetings between CTO 

and CHTA officials attended by delegates from the 

Caribbean region. ACTS provides a major forum in 

which to focus on the economic future of the Caribbean 

by engaging leaders, financial decision-makers and 

investors. The Hon. Manniram Prashad, Minister of 

Tourism, Industry & Commerce, represented Guyana at 

the Caribbean week in New York. 

 

Stakeholders in the airline industry warned of false 

airfare advertisements. 

 

Minister of Tourism, Industry and 

Commerce, Hon. Manniram Prashad, 

warned stakeholders in the airline 

industry to desist from telling 

passengers that airfares are reduced 

and for failing to inform them that 

fares do not include the taxes. Airlines were urged to 

influence travel agents to advertise their airfares with 

taxes attached so that passengers will know the exact 

cost. 

 

Renowned musician Dave Martins signaled his 

intention to help promote Guyana on the 

international scene. 

Dave Martins is known internationally for his role as 

lead singer in the óTrade Windsô. This band produces 

witty and insightful songs of life in the Caribbean.  

Mr. Martins paid a courtesy call to the Minister of 

Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Hon. Manniram  

Parshad, at his South Road office, to discuss his 

intention to help promote Guyana on the international 

scene.  

 

Dave Martins, a Guyanese born from the little village of 

Hague, shared some very good suggestions with the 

Minister on how Guyana can market itself through a 

series of entertainment events.  Minister Prashad noted 

that his Ministry and Dave will work closely to boost 

entertainment activities during peak tourism seasons in 

Guyana. 

 

 

Arrival Day  

 

 
 

On the 5
th
 of May each year, Guyana celebrates Arrival 

Day. Arrival Day marks the anniversary date of 

indentured labourers who came to Guyana from India to 

work on the Sugar plantations. This year a welcoming 

party led, by the Indian Arrival Community, was at the 

CJIA to welcome visitors as they arrived. A number of 

cultural shows and Melas were held across the country. 

It was a national holiday and many returning Guyanese 

took time out to visit the National Stadium and other 

venues in celebrating Arrival Day. Brief remarks were 

delivered by the Director of GTA, Mr. Haralsingh, at the 

launching of the IAC activities at CJIA. 

 

 

 



Independence Day Celebration 

Guyana celebrated its 43
rd
 Independence Anniversary on 

May 26
th
, 2009. Independence Day was ushered in at 

midnight with a grand flag raising ceremony and 

fireworks display at the National Park. A number of 

similar events were held across the country to 

commemorate this event. 

 
A Guyana Independent Festival will be held in 

Toronto from July 19
th
 to 21

st
, 2009. 

 

 

International Museum Day 

Guyana joined the rest of the world in celebrating 

International Museum Day under the theme óMuseum 

and Tourismô, on the 18
th
 May, 2009. An exhibition was 

held at the Umana Yana in Kingstown, Georgetown.  

 

The exhibition featured a number of collections from 

various museums across the country.  On display was an 

assortment of paintings, sculptures, animals preserved by 

taxidermy among others.  

 

The Castellani House, in celebrating International 

Museum Day, hosted an óImage and Identityô show on 

the 20
th
 May. 

 

Museums serve to protect and showcase our history by 

preserving past forms and artifacts.  

 

Moruca Expo  

The Annual Moruca Expo was held on May 30
th
 2009. 

The Expo aimed at showcasing local talents from the 

indigenous communities of the North West District. This 

year the Expo featured a pageant, skits, dances and 

culinary display along with products produced by the 

indigenous people in the North West. Thousands from 

all across Guyana attended this rapidly growing 

exposition. 

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENTS  

Pegasus under new management - US$3M will be invested to upgrade the facilities.  

Pegasus Hotel is now under a new management and US$3M will be spent 

on upgrading the hotel.  

Remodeling and redecorating all the rooms on the circular tower; adding 

an ultra-fast satellite internet and flat screen televisions are some of the 

improvements planned for the hotel.  

The hotel was built in 1969 and has changed ownership many times. This 

is the first time this hotel is owned by locals and this renovation is 

welcoming owing to the fact that the Pegasus remains one of the first 

choice hotels in Guyana for the business travelers. 

 


