
   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

UK FAM in Guyana. 
The Guyana Tourism Authority in 
collaboration with Wilderness Explorers 
hosted a FAM trip organised for Tour 
Operators from the UK. The FAM trip 
was conducted from April 19 ς 28 with 
the aim of showcasing DǳȅŀƴŀΩǎ 
Tourism Product to the UK market 
through the UK outbound tour 
operators. Operators visiting were from 
Wildlife and Wilderness, Journey Latin 
America, Black Tomato, Original Travel, 
Simply Latin America, All Latin America, 
Ventureco, Distinctive Americas, Cox 
and Kings and Last Frontiers. 
 
The group visited Baganara Island 
Resort, Kaieteur Falls, Fairview, 
Iwokrama, Surama, Rock View Lodge 
and Karanambu Ranch.  They were also 
taken on a tour of Georgetown. 
The Guyana Tourism Authority remains 
committed to working with the private 
sector in fostering tourism development 
in Guyana and will continue to support 
FAM trips of this nature.   

Reel and Birding Adventures of the US on another 
familiarisation tour in Guyana. 
 
Mr. Robert Arrington and a team 
ŦǊƻƳ άwŜŜƭ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ 
Guyana on a 12 day filming visit 
with major support from the 
Guyana Tourism Authority, Guyana 
Sustainable Tourism Initiative (GSTI) 
and Wilderness Explorers.  
 
The team in 2008 met a group from 
the Guyana Sustainable Tourism 
Initiative (GSTI) at the 2008 American Birding Association Convention (ABA) and 
had shown keen interest in Guyana.  
 
D¢! ƭŀǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ άwŜŜƭ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ 
gain international attention since the show is broadcasted around the US on a 
popular television show to more than 11 million households. 
The Authority recognises that efforts like these and other FAMs are initiatives 
that make Guyana known internationally and attracts international interests. The 
country has gained publicity from productions such as ǘƘŜ ../ Ψ[ƻǎǘ [ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
WŀƎǳŀǊǎΩ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 

Linden Town Week 
2009 
One of the most organised Town 

Weeks in Guyana is the Linden 

Town Week. First held in 2006, the 

Linden community, realising their 

potential for hosting a Town 

Week, capitalised on their many 

talents and community support. 

Today, Linden hosts a very 

successful week of activities. Some of the activities this year included a pageant, 

craft exhibition, pepperpot festival, and fashion display amongst others. 
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Rodeo 2009 

 
The Rodeo 2009 was declared 
opened by the Hon. Minister of 
Amerindian Affairs, Ms. Pauline 
Sukhai at 11:45am. The event was a 
demonstration of Ranch-Life 
Activities through sports. The event 
attracted thousands of visitors to the 
Triple R ground and hundreds of 
visitors to the town of Lethem from 
the US, Brazil, Georgetown, Berbice, 
and Essequibo. With lots to eat, drink 
and activities to enjoy, the event 
resounded many satisfied responses. 
Rodeo 2009 had 30 participants from 
5 ranches participating in 18 events. 
These events included; Bull Riding, 
Bare Back Bronco, Saddle Bronco, 
Calf Roping, Steer Roping, Female 
Barrel Race, Best Equipped, Vaquero, 
Horse Racing, Wild Cow Milking, 
Rodeo Queen Competition and Male 
and Female Tug of War.  
Ranch participation came from; 
Santa Cruz, Karanambo, Dadanawa, 
Pirara and Point Ranch were the 
participating ranches. Ayla Kenyon 
was victorious as the Rodeo Queen 
after a series of test events and best 
fitted Vaquero.  The main sponsors 
of this event were; The Ministry of 
Amerindian Affairs, DDL and Digicel.  
 
The Guyana Tourism Authority 
participated with a booth 
presentation and distribution of 
tourism promotional materials.  

 

Annual Pepperpot Festival in Linden 
The Second Annual Pepperpot Festival was part of the Linden Town Week 

activities, organised by the Guyanese 
Organisation of Indigenous People 
(GOIP), and was held on May 1, (Labour 
Day). The event attracted several 
hundred spectators with lots to eat, 
drink and games for children.  
 
Pepperpot of different varieties such as 
wild meat and fish pepperpot were sold. 
Five competitors challenged each other 

in a pepperpot contest to see whose pepperpot was the tastiest. After a long 
day of tasting and observing the contestants, Ms. Jeffry won first place with 103 
points, Ms. Benjamin won second place with 101 points and Ms. Day won third 
place with 95 points.    
 

Easter Fun day and Kite Flying Competition at # 63 
Beach 
Easter Monday at the No.63 Beach Berbice was a spectacular event. The 
Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce and the Guyana Tourism Authority 
were present at the beach and organised a Kite Flying Competition. The 
competition was judged in three categories, the largest kite, the most unusual 
and the best depicting of tourism. The winners were Keshwar Sukhlal (largest), 
Carrena Ishmail and David Jhaman joint winners (most unusual) and Aleecia 
Bacchus (best tourism depiction).    His Excellency President Jagdeo was present 
at the beach for a day of interaction with the spectators and families.   

 



Takutu Bridge ς Increasing 
travel to Guyana  

 
Lethem will soon become an 
international port of entry. The 
construction and soon to be 
commissioned Takutu Bridge will 
boost travel to Guyana from Brazil 
and other South American Countries. 
The Government of Guyana 
constructed a multi-complex building 
at the bridge to accommodate the 
relevant border control authorities. 
The Ministry of Tourism, Industry 
and Commerce will be operating a 
visitor information centre within the 
complex to facilitate all tourism 
related requirements/ information. 
 

Upcoming Events 
V ACP Sugar Conference will be 

hosted at the GICC from May 18 
2009. 
 

V Rituals Coffee Shop is soon to be 
opened at the CJIA. 
 

V 24th Caribbean Police 
Commissioners Conference at 
GICC from 11th May, 2009. 
 

V Caribbean Chartered Accountants 
Meeting - June 2009. 
 

V The 14th Scouts Caribjam ς 
August 2009. 

 

 

IICA held agro-tourism seminar 
Focusing on development of agro-tourism in the tri-
lake communities 
 
The Inter-American Institute 
for Co-operation on Agriculture 
(IICA) hosted an Agro-tourism 
Accountability Seminar on 
March 28, 2009 at Lake 
Mainstay Resort. The Seminar 
highlighted the importance 
and developments of Agro-
tourism within the Tri-lake 
Amerindian communities of 
Mainstay, Tapacuma and 
Capoey on the Essequibo Coast 
in Region Two.  
The Tri-lake communities are well known for its organic pineapple farms mainly 
in the Mainstay/Whyaka community, cassava farming within the Tapacuma area 
and craft productions in the Capoey area. 
 
The Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce and the Guyana Tourism 
Authority congratulate IICA on this initiative and will continue to support Agro- 
Tourism development projects.  
 

Cruise Ship Arrival 
On April 11, 2009, 
the Spirit of 
Adventure Cruise 
Ship, captained by 
Mr. Kees 
Spekman, made 
its second visit to 
Guyana. The crew 
and passengers 
received a warm 
welcome from the 
Minister of 
Tourism, Industry 
and Commerce, 

Hon. Manniram Prashad, Wilderness Explorers and the Guyana Tourism 
Authority amongst others. The cruise ship brought a total of 203 tourists. 
Wilderness Explorers hosted the cruise ship. Kaieteur Falls, Arrowpoint Nature 
Resort, Demerara Distillers Limited and Roy Geddes Steel Pan Heritage Museum 
were some of the places the tourists visited as part of their itinerary.  



WWF Guianas Launches 
WWF TV episodes for 
Guyanese audience. 

The World Wildlife 
Fund has launched a 
series of television 
episodes focusing on 
environmental issues. 
The objective is to 

increase awareness among youths 
particularly, about environment 
problems and WWF efforts to 
combat these issues.  
 

THAG Participation in  
Re-Discover the 
Caribbean.  
Members of The Tourism and 
Hospitality Association of Guyana 
(THAG) participated in the Re-
Discover the Caribbean Tradeshow in 
Barbados. The participation was a 
success as THAG members was able 
to meet with other tour operators 
and stakeholders at the show with 
the aim of promoting travel to 
Guyana. The THAG delegation 
included Evergreen Adventures, 
Pegasus Hotel Guyana, Hurakabra 
wƛǾŜǊ wŜǎƻǊǘΣ !ŘŜƭΩ{ wŜǎƻǊǘΣ 
wŀŘƛǎǎƻƴΩǎ {ǳƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ 
Executive Tour Service.  

Potaro Adventure  
Adventurer, Charles Montier sailed the 
length of the Potaro River in a canoe. 
The journey took 34 days covering 140 
miles. This is the first time anyone ever 
reportedly completed a canoe sail down 
the Essequibo River. Inspired by the 
ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ DǳȅŀƴŀΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ, 
Charles has decided to take up 
residence in Guyana. His next venture 
would be to sail the entire length of the 
Essequibo River. 
 

Rupununi Wildlife Festival 
Iwokrama hosted the 8th Annual Wildlife Festival at Bina Hill from April 4 ς 6. 
This Year, over 230 youths from 15 communities of the North Rupununi 
participated in three full days of activitiesΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ ά[ŜǘΩǎ bǳǊǘǳǊŜ 
hǳǊ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ bŀǘǳǊŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻstumes and banners displayed by the wildlife 
nature clubs all showcased use and nurturing of the environment.    
 
Some of the events included traditional skills such as cotton spinning, archery, 
cassava grating, basket weaving and fire lighting. Other activities included 
volleyball, sack racing and piggy back relay.   
 
This year, the Wowetta Youth Environmental Club brought first place in both 
costume and banner displays, which depicted the water cycle and importance of 
wetlands.  Yakarinta brought second place with their costume showing the 
forest and the ecosystem services that the forest provides including soil 
stabilization, timber, oxygen, food, clean fresh air, and biodiversity.  Surama 
placed second place with their banner showing the mountains, river, wildlife 
and people living together. 


